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Education, academic qualifications and awards 

Publications  

2014 Award of the inaugural Prize for Innovation in Inclusive Curricula, granted 
by The Australasian Association of Philosophy, July 2014. 

2001 Award of Bachelor of Arts in Philosophy with First Class Honours and 
The University Medal, University of New South Wales. 

2000 Submission of original Honours thesis in the field of cognitive science, 
with a focus on philosophical and psychological topics. 

1999 Award of a scholarship on the basis of academic merit, for a semester of 
international student exchange at McGill University, Montreal, Canada. 

1999 Completion of a major sequence in Philosophy of Science with a High 
Distinction average at the University of New South Wales.

2022 Invited book chapter (co-authored with Grace Lockrobin, Director, SAPERE) 
on the role of philosophy education in the development of ecological 
citizens, to be published in The Pedagogy of the Community of Enquiry and 
Citizenship Education, eds. J. Forstenzer & F. Demissie [forthcoming].

2021 Invited (refereed) academic article: ‘Unveiling and Packaging: A model for 
presenting philosophy in schools’. Human Affairs, 31(4), October 2021.

2021 Series producer for Glimmerings, a series of 12 very short films concerning 
the search for meaning, the nature of inquiry, the value of reasoning, and 
the power of thoughtful dialogue in the face of institutional power.

2020 Invited (refereed) academic article (co-authored with Grace Lockrobin): 
‘Against directive teaching in the moral Community of Inquiry: A response 
to Michael Hand’. Journal of Philosophy in Schools, 7(2), December 2020.

2018 Invited (refereed) academic article: ‘Strengthening dialogic argument: What 
teachers can learn from authentic examples of student dialogue’. Journal of 
Philosophy in Schools, 5(2), November 2018.
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 Speaking engagements and residencies						 										

2018 Guest blog post: ‘The NAPLAN persuasive writing test subverts critical 
thinking’. Pearls and Irritations public policy journal, 9 May 2018.

2015 Interview: ‘How to use philosophy as a cricket bat’. Exordium E-Journal: the 
University of Queensland’s Student Philosophy Journal, Issue 1.

2014 Invited review: Once Upon an If: The storythinking handbook by Peter 
Worley. The Philosophy Foundation blog, 24 September 2014 

2014 Invited review: Provocations by David Birch. Crown House Publishing 
website, 14 May 2014.

2014 Invited review: An Illustrated Book of Bad Arguments by Ali Almossawi. 
Metapsychology Online Reviews, 18(9), February 2014.

2013 Opinion piece: ‘Teaching Philosophy to Children? It’s a great idea’, The 
Guardian, 21 November 2013.

2013 Guest blog post: ‘Can you kill a goat by staring at it? A critical look at 
minimally invasive education’, The Philosophy Foundation weblog, 12 
October 2013.

2012 Invited article: ‘Philosophy for Children: A reflective approach to human 
rights education’. Right Now: Human Rights in Australia, 31 July 2012.

2011 Commissioned article: ‘Global Poverty’. The Australian Collaboration: A 
Consortium of National Community Organisations, February 2011.

2013 – 
present

More than 50 occasional posts for The Philosophy Club blog:  
http://www.ThePhilosophyClub.com.au

2022 Philosopher-in-Residence [forthcoming], 25 – 29 July: Hillbrook Anglican 
School, Queensland.

2019 Philosopher-in-Residence, 22 – 24 May: Hillbrook Anglican School, QLD.

2018 Invited conference talk: O Brave New World, That Has Such Puzzles In’t.  
Victorian Association for Philosophy in Schools conference: Cultivating 
Curiosity: Philosophy and STEM. Brunswick VIC, 15 Sept 2018.

2018 Conference talk: Arrested Development: Why students get stuck in mere 
opinion-sharing, and what we can do about it. Federation of Australasian 
Philosophy in Schools Associations conference: The Future of Philosophy in 
Schools. University of Notre Dame, Fremantle WA, 9–11 July 2018.

2014 Invited speaker, teacher discussion panel: Preshil Conference Philosophy 
Matters, Preshil School, Kew VIC, 25– 26 July 2014.

2013 Invited conference talk: Reflecting on the Big Questions program. Victorian 
Association for Philosophy in Schools conference: The Examined Life: 
Philosophy and Education. CERES Environment Park, Brunswick East VIC, 
6–7 Sept 2013. 
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Current work in philosophical inquiry education 

Current work in climate crisis education

Oct 2012 
– present:  

Founder and director, The Philosophy Club, partnering with schools and 
communities to build a culture of critical and creative thinking through 
collaborative philosophical enquiry. My focus is on building skills in 
collaborative enquiry, argument literacy, reflection and metacognition. My 
areas of interest include epistemology, moral reasoning, and the cultivation of 
dialogic argument and evaluative judgement. 

I am responsible for all aspects of The Philosophy Club’s operation. These 
include program design; project planning, delivery and evaluation; curriculum 
development; multimedia resource production; recruitment and training of 
casual staff; client management; business development; marketing; financial 
management; social media management; and documentation and sharing of 
my practice with an international community of professional colleagues.  

I deliver student workshop programs for primary and secondary students 
(Years 2 – 12), professional development programs for educators and 
philosophers, and Philosopher-in-Residence programs. 
 

I have delivered programs for more than 20 client organisations, including 
public and private schools in Victoria and Queensland, and civic/cultural 
organisations including The City of Melbourne, The Wheeler Centre, Library 
at the Dock, thinkWest, and Embiggen Books. 

My work has consistently had a strongly positive reception and has generated 
enthusiastic praise from diverse clients who appreciate my expertise and 
capability both as a philosopher and as a teacher. 

Jul 2019 
– present:  

Co-convener and moderator, global professional network ‘Community 
Philosophy and the Climate Crisis’. In August 2019, together with my 
colleague Grace Lockrobin of Thinking Space (UK), I launched this global 
network which currently has a membership of more than 80 philosophical 
educators. Together we are supporting critical and compassionate 
conversations that help people understand the complex ethical issues at play 
within the climate and ecological crisis, and connect their considered views 
with achievable action. 

Climate and ecology related advocacy, educational resource development, 
and program delivery. I have developed, delivered, and publicly shared 
materials for a range of original workshops that address climate and 
ecological issues from a philosophical perspective. I have also led professional 
discussions about curricular and pedagogical issues relating to climate crisis 
education.
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Previous work in philosophical inquiry education 

 
 
Employment in other fields 

2018 Co-chair, Philosophy in Schools working group – Philosophical 
Engagement in Public Life (PEiPL), promoting philosophical 
engagement beyond academia in novel ways and in association with 
sectors not ordinarily exposed to philosophical practice.

2012 – 2014 Founder and director, Big Questions philosophy mentoring 
program, a community partnership program which brought 
collaborative philosophical enquiry to primary school classrooms in 
socio-economically disadvantaged areas of Melbourne.

2012 Founder and leader, Philosophy for Children student interest group, a 
Melbourne-based inter-university network of undergraduate and 
postgraduate students in Philosophy and Education. I instigated and 
coordinated this group, including producing monthly workshops and 
creating volunteering and professional development opportunities for 
students. 

2001 – 2012 Various consultancy projects, conference convenor roles and project 
coordinator roles for the University of Melbourne, the Federation of 
Australasian Philosophy in Schools, the Ethics Centre, the Victorian 
Association of Philosophy in Schools, and the Philosophy in Schools 
Association of NSW, as well as executive roles in both the Victorian and 
NSW Philosophy in Schools associations.

2010 – 2011 
(13 months 
part-time) 

Research Consultant to the Australian Collaboration, a now-defunct 
national consortium of community organisations. Responsible for editing 
educational materials in the social sciences and humanities; writing original 
essays and fact sheets subsequently published by the Australian 
Collaboration and by Australian Policy Online; and liaising with senior staff 
at Australian universities to advance the Collaboration’s strategic aims. 

2010 – 2011 
(16 months 
part-time) 

Consultant to the Australian Bureau of Statistics – Statistical Literacy 
Unit. Responsible for contributing to projects to equip members of the 
Australian public with skills to participate in public policy debates; to 
enhance numeracy and statistical literacy among Indigenous youth in 
remote communities; to improve quantitative literacy and statistical 
reasoning among journalists; and to promote accountability in community 
leaders’ decision-making.
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Community service 
I am currently engaged in climate action advocacy on a voluntary basis. 

I have acted on occasion as a reviewer for Taylor & Frances (Routledge), Bloomsbury, 
Crown House Publishing, the Journal of Philosophy in Schools, and self-publishing authors. 

I have volunteered in diverse roles for a range of educational, environmental, refugee 
justice and other social justice causes, both with decentralised community groups and with 
established organisations including Mission Australia and The Smith Family. 

  

Licences 
I hold a current Victorian employee-status Working With Children Check and a current 
Victorian	driver’s licence.

2009 – 2010 
(9 months 
part-time): 

Project Officer, Learning in the Community at Victoria University. 
Responsible for conducting literature research and making policy 
recommendations in relation to community-based learning and student 
equity; implementing strategic plans and producing information resources; 
developing and maintaining cooperative links with stakeholders across the 
university community; and working with community organisations to 
identify learning opportunities for students.

2006 – 2009 Student Equity Project Officer at the University of Technology (UTS), 
Sydney. Responsible for coordinating the UTS Special Admission Scheme 
for Refugees; developing a research-based inclusive transition program 
that addressed the needs of a diverse student body; liaising with 
representatives of high schools, universities and community groups to 
implement the UTS Schools Outreach Program; liaising with senior staff in 
the NSW Department of Education and Training to improve rates of access 
to university by disadvantaged groups; and negotiating an institutional 
partnership between UTS and The Smith Family.

2001 – 2006  Intelligence Analyst and Researcher at the NSW Crime Commission. 
Responsible for undertaking case-based investigative research, including 
analysis, synthesis and evaluation of data in relation to large-scale 
organised crime; communicating findings in oral and written reports; 
assessing proposed decisions in terms of tactical and strategic goals; 
providing accurate and timely advice to management; and training and 
mentoring fellow staff. Awarded annual salary bonuses for excellence.
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