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Sample workshop topics 
 

Workshop topic Key questions Broad philosophical 
themes 

What is Philosophy? What is philosophy? 
What is a philosophical question? 
An illustrative metaphysics discussion. 

Metaphilosophy and 
metaphysics 

When Things Start to 
Think 

What sorts of things have minds?  
Can machines think and feel? And how can we know? 

Philosophy of mind 

Robots and Cyborgs: 
The future is here 
 

What is intelligence? 
What is it that makes us human?  
Could a robot ever be a person?  

Human and artificial 
intelligence and 
personhood 

Comprende? How can we communicate with those who don’t share our 
language? 
Can we overcome the barriers to interpersonal and 
intercultural communication?  

Language barriers 

Cross-species 
Communication 

Is cross-species communication a worthwhile project? 
Do Koko (the gorilla) and Penny (her sign language 
teacher and animal psychologist) truly understand each 
other?  
Is human-alien communication theoretically possible? 

Interspecies 
communication 

A Charmed Life Can you choose to feel lucky?  
Would you rather live in a predictable world, or in a world 
of chance?  
What kind of world do we live in? 
On what grounds (if any) can we appeal to luck, chance, 
probability, coincidence, miracles, fate or destiny? 

Luck 

Is Nothing Sacred? Is dark tourism a morally acceptable practice? 
What are the criteria for judging it to be praiseworthy or 
blameworthy? 
To what extent do these criteria apply in making moral 
judgements in other domains? 

The ethics of dark 
tourism 

Making the World a 
Better Place 

What is the fairest way of distributing a limited resource? 
What kinds of fairness matter the most? 
Why are only some people troubled by unfairness that 
works to their own advantage? 
Is there such a thing as good favouritism? 

Distributive fairness 
and inequity 
aversion 
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Reasons to be 
Cheerful 

What are the conditions for happiness? 
What kinds of happiness are there? 
What is true happiness? 
What makes for a good life? 
What kind of society should we strive for?   
What do emotions have to do with character? 

The nature of 
happiness and the 
good life 

Children’s Rights 
(Part 1) 

Youth suffrage: Should we lower the voting age? 
Starting from what age should young people be granted 
the various ‘rights of adulthood’? 
 

Ethics and political 
philosophy 

Children’s Rights 
(Part 2) 

Which is more important: the right to a formal education 
or the right to cultural autonomy? 
Case study: The Wisconsin vs. Yoder court case 
concerning the Amish community’s appeal to restrict 
school attendance for children in their community. 

Ethics and political 
philosophy 

Eternal Life  Would you want to live forever? 
Would you consider undergoing cryogenic preservation? 
Do we have a social responsibility to promote anti-aging? 
Will the availability of these technologies create an even 
more unjust and unequal society?  
Would life lose its meaning without death? 

Longevity, 
immortality and 
transhumanism  

Reasoning about 
Eternal Life  

Analysing students’ arguments about cryogenic 
preservation: 
What makes a good argument? 

Logical 
argumentation 

Spot the Fake! Which is more important to an artwork’s value: the artist’s 
touch, or the artist’s conception? 
What’s the difference between forgery and mimicry? 
Should Andy Warhol’s Brillo Boxes count as forgeries? 
If originals and replicas can’t be readily distinguished, 
does this matter? 

Artistic value, 
originality, mimicry, 
forgery and 
replication  

But Is It Art? What makes something art?  
What should we value in art?  
Does an artwork’s fame alter the viewer’s aesthetic 
experience? 
On what basis can we decide what is a masterpiece – or 
what is beautiful? 
Does art progress?  

Art quality, fame and 
aesthetic experience 

Memory and Oblivion Why is cultural heritage valuable? Are some types of 
cultural heritage more valuable than others? 
How should we decide what counts as cultural heritage? 
Why do we value human remains? 
Should all cultural heritage be preserved? 

The value of cultural 
heritage 
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Digital Technologies, 
Privacy and You 

How do digital technologies shape our moral lives? 
Would you want to talk to an artificial-intelligence replica 
of someone you’ve loved and lost?	  
Could a convincing simulation of a person be created from 
data in their social media profiles? 

Authenticity, 
autonomy and 
identity  

Who Will Watch the 
Watchers?  

 

Mass surveillance is ubiquitous. Should we be concerned? 
Are we giving away our personal information too freely? 
How do our values create ethical dilemmas for us? 

Privacy and 
surveillance 

Nature and  
De-extinction 

When is it acceptable to intervene in nature? 
Do only sentient beings have rights? 
Are humans the only creatures that can violate nature? 
If we could resurrect all the species that humans caused to 
become extinct, would that make the world a better 
place? 

Environmental 
justice 

Time Warp How do time travel paradox scenarios violate the ordinary 
relationship between cause and effect? 
How are contradictions, causal loops, indiscernible origins, 
or alternate timelines involved in particular time travel 
scenarios? 

Time travel 
paradoxes 

Language, Truth and 
Meaning 

What is the relationship between words and ideas? 
What is language? 
Does language reflect the world, or does it shape it? 

Philosophy of 
language 

Is Seeing Believing? Can we trust our senses? 
If we can’t trust our senses, how can we trust scientific 
observation and experiment? 
If our perceptual reality differs from objective reality, how 
can we know whether objective reality exists, or what it is 
really like? 
When our sense perceptions and our reasoning lead us to 
conflicting beliefs, which should we trust? 

Philosophy of 
science  

So Entitled! Which human characteristics entitle us to human rights?  
Of these characteristics, which ones are shared by other 
animals? Should those animals therefore be awarded the 
same rights? If there is a difference of degree (i.e. humans 
possess the characteristic to a greater degree than other 
animals do) should that matter to the entitlement to 
rights? 
Should we grant personhood to non-human species? 
Where do rights come from? Is it contradictory to 
suppose that rights are both inherent and negotiated by 
international communities? 

Personhood, human 
rights and animal 
rights 
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Whose Body? What are your obligations to your family? 
How much discomfort and risk should be tolerated for the 
sake of saving someone else’s life? 
Is it okay for parents to decide what’s best for their 
children, without seeking the children’s informed consent?  
At what age should a child be allowed to have control 
over his/her own body? 
If you don’t own your body, what do you own? Could 
there be anything more ‘yours’ than your body? Should 
the law be changed to recognise that your body parts are 
legally your possessions? 

Genetic engineering, 
organ donation and 
body ownership 

My Cousin,  
The Ape 

How closely related are we to other primates? And how 
closely are we related to people of other cultures? 
In what ways are we similar to, and different from, other 
species and other cultures? 
Where does nature end, and culture begin? 

Evolution 

Where’s My Jetpack? Can you imagine a perfect human being?  
Could we ever achieve a perfect world – and what would 
it look like?  
Are we headed for utopia or dystopia? 

The future and 
human perfectibility 

The Power of 
Tastemakers 

Do the things you buy or consume make a statement 
about who you are?  
Is there anything intrinsically wrong with being a 
consumer?  
Can you buy existential fulfilment?  
Is there a contradiction between wanting to make a 
statement of individuality, and wanting to show that you 
identify with a group? 

Music consumerism 
and identity 

Good, Better, Best: 
Ethical 
Bioenhancement  

 

Should we humans attempt to enhance our moral 
character, just as we enhance our ability to play sport and 
fight disease?  
If we could genetically engineer human embryos to create 
a generation of more ethical adults, should we do that?  
Who decides what ‘more ethical’ really means? 

Meta-ethics 

	  
	  
	  

 
 


