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Questions to accompany the ‘Equal Rights for Children’ resource 
 
 
What do you think the voting age should be?  
 
If you think that younger teenagers should be restricted from voting, what are the relevant differences 
between adults and young teenagers that justify this?  
 
Are younger teenagers (aged 13 – 17) capable of making informed voting decisions? 
 
Are younger teenagers capable of making rational judgements about what’s in their own best interest? 
 
Can they choose their own goals wisely? 
 
All adults are obliged to vote. But are all adults politically informed enough to cast a meaningful vote? 
 
How can we tell whether someone is serious, mature and informed enough to vote? 
 
Do adults place enough trust in young people? 
 
Note: Consider the words of Vita Wallace, aged 16: 
“Many people argue that it would be dangerous to let loose on society a large group of new voters who 
might not vote sensibly. They mean that children might not vote for the right candidates. The essence of 
democracy, however, is letting people vote for the wrong candidates. Democratic society has its risks, but 
we must gamble on the reasonableness of all our citizens, because it is less dangerous than gambling on 
the reasonableness of a few. That is why we chose to be a democracy instead of a dictatorship in the first 
place.”  
 
Should adults make sure that teenagers don’t grow up too quickly? 
 
Voting is not just a matter of knowing how to number a box on a piece of paper, nor is it simply a 
matter of understanding the policies of the major political parties. Voting also involves being 
responsible (to some degree) for the society which we have. Is it fair to impose this burden of 
responsibility on children? Are they ready for it? 
 
Note: Some philosophers argue that since children and adolescents have had less time to learn about life, 
test their values, and consider alternative lifestyles, they shouldn’t be held fully responsible for the 
decisions they make. 
 
Are teenagers vulnerable to being pressured by the adults in their lives? 
 
If children voted out of ignorance, would the consequences be disastrous? Is this any different to when 
adults vote out of ignorance? 
 
Might it be in children’s best interests to restrict them from voting? Is it ever okay to limit other 
people’s autonomy and self-determination? If so, under what circumstances? 
 
Would optional voting for younger teenagers be a good thing or a bad thing? Why? 
 
Would your life be more meaningful if you were able to vote on issues that you care about?  


